FAR FROM OVER 


Malloy calls for cuts, tax increases to 
close projected $207M deficit. B1 


IMPROVING ECONOMY 


Federal Reserve raises its interest 
rate by a quarter of a point. All 
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ALLEGED BULLYING 
Marianapolis Prep student’s death 
probed by Worcester officials. B1 
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EX: Morning snow gives 
way to sun. A2 
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FIVE YEARS AGO TODAY, 
ALISSA AND ROBBIE PARKER 
LOST THEIR OLDEST 
DAUGHTER IN THE 
MASSACRE AT SANDY HOOK 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. 
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AS THEY FOUGHT THROUGH 
GRIEF AND PAIN, THEY 
WONDERED HOW BEST TO 
REMEMBER THE JOY OF HER 
LIFE AND NOT THE HORROR 
OF HER DEATH. 


LOOKING FOR A FRESH START for their family, Alissa and Robbie Parker moved from Newtown to Brush Prairie, Wash., four years ago. The Parkers lost their oldest daughter, Emilie, 


at top, in the Sandy Hook shootings. With Samantha, left, and Madeline, the Parkers always say they are a family of five. 


Story By KATHLEEN MCWILLIAMS | kmcwilliams@courant.com Photos By CLOE POISSON | cpoisson@courant.com 


nan autumn afternoon in Brush Prairie, Wash., aspen trees 
drop golden leaves as a damp breeze pulls through the 
branches of tall cedars outside the home of Robbie and Alissa 
Parker. Painted pumpkins sit in the shade of their covered 
porch. A small fountain bubbles next to the front walk, where a child’s 


pail and shovel sits on a stone wall. 


Inside, the picture is no less bucolic. Lines of hazy sunlight filter 
through the blinds in the family room where Robbie reads on a sofa with 
9-year-old Madeline. Dressed in a long-sleeve turquoise shirt, stretchy 
black pants and baby pink socks, she curls up close to him. Robbie pulls 
her closer when she asks for help figuring out a word she doesn’t know. 

“What’s a cul-de-sac?” she asks, her finger stopped on the unfamiliar 


word on the page. 


Robbie leans over and explains it to her. 

“Oh, like our street in Connecticut?” she asks, looking up at him. 

“Sort of? he replies. 

The Parkers lived in Connecticut, in Newtown, when their oldest 
daughter, Emilie, was still alive. Sprinkled throughout their new home in 


Washington are reminders of her life — a photo of the five Parkers 


surrounded by yellowing New England foliage, a frame Alissa made to 
display Emilie’s artwork. In the foyer hangs a small, framed poster of a 
playground in New London called “Emilie’s Shady Spot.” 

Emilie Parker was one of the 20 first-graders killed five years ago, on 
Dec. 14, 2012, at Sandy Hook Elementary School. A year after the shooting, 
Robbie, Alissa and their two younger daughters, Madeline and Samantha, 


EMILIE, A6 


THE DAY CONNECTICUT'S HEART BROKE: Gov. Dannel P. Malloy and U.S. Sen. Chris Murphy look back on the Sandy Hook massacre. Opinion, Page A13 
AN EMOTIONAL DISPLAY: The Newtown Municipal Center added a photo exhibit Monday of the 26 killed five years ago. Connecticut, Page B3 
FIVE YEARS LATER: Parents start charities in wake of tragedy, Page A9; Visit courant.com/fiveyearslater for more coverage of the anniversary. 


REPUBLICAN BILL 


Cuts For Wealthy 


In Tax Compromise 
Congress Hopes To Vote Next Week 


By DAMIAN PALETTA 
and ERICA WERNER 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — House and 
Senate Republican leaders have 
reached an agreement in principle 
that would lower the corporate tax 
rate to 21 percent beginning in 2018, 
several people briefed on the plan 
said, a central component of the $15 
trillion tax plan they hope to vote 
into law by next week. 

The agreement would also lower 


the top tax rate for families and 
individuals from 39.6 percent to at 
least 37 percent, a change that 
would deliver a major tax cut for 
upper-income households. 

“We are so close right now,” 
President Donald Trump said at the 
White House. “So close.” 

Many of the tax cuts would go 
into effect in January, and Trump 
said Americans would start seeing 
an impact on their paychecks by 
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Officers Get Overdue 
Police Cross Awards 


Hartford police officers shot in the 
line of duty get overdue awards. 
Connecticut, Page B3 


Pitching Great Visits 
Former Houston Astros pitcher J.R. 
Richard makes a stop in West 


Hartford. Sports, Page C1 


Holiday Dining Out 
Let someone else cook for Christmas 
and New Year’s. Living, Page D1 


Energy Price Gap 
Low-income families are having 
trouble affording home heating as 
prices continue to rise but wages 
stagnate. Connecticut, Page B2 
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> PERFECT GIFTS 


FRESHWATER PEARL DROP EARRINGS 
14K Yellow Gold. Only 18 pairs available! 


$150 


DIAMOND SOLITARE EARRINGS 
Sterling Silver 
Starting at 


$350 


LUX BOND & GREEN 


JEWELERS SINCE 1898 


WEST HARTFORD MOHEGAN SUN GLASTONBURY WELLESLEY BOSTON WESTPORT 
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